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ROBSnr  OtJTCH,  THE  PIOJTEEH 
The  emlj^rant  oolonlsta  to  Kew  EnglaRd  had  been  eo 
trained  by  the  praotla©  or  belief e  of  their  fathers,  by  etatu- 
tes  and  erentu,  by  olalna  of  conaoleTioe  or  by  impulflee  of  a 
hearty  devotion,  that  they  held  religloue  teachln/j  and  obser- 
vances Imperatively  neoeesary  or  very  deelrable.     There  were 
Indeed  fioae  -  rough  fishermen,  heartless  adventurers,  va«;abond  . 
products  of  ill  social  conditions  •  vho  "fearod  not  God  and  re- 
garded not  itian,**     The  greater  part  believed  in  and  sincerely 
favored  rellBloue  Inotltutlons  In  some  forra  and  early  souj^ht  to 
establish  then*      Peli/^lous  aovejnents,  therefore,  in  the  period 
of  settletaent  in  that  ^reat  valley,  whose  lal-re  fountains,  brooks 
and  eprlnicffl,  pow  their  waters  into  the  Atlantic  at  ancient  ra- 
gadahoc,  furnish  valuable  pa^jes  to  our  Walne  history. 

The  distinction  of  the  rivers  Kennebec  and  Cagadahoc 
anciently  nade  by  Jtngllah  tongues  ceased  after  a  century,  and 
the  aboriginal  KlnnebeM  was  extended  to  the  sea,  and  now  ?c^- 
dahoc  only  appoara  in  occasional  historical  use*      This  paper 
deals  with  events  in  the  district  of  the  nagadahoc,  thouch  em- 
ploying the  modem  name. 

fJo  mention  is  here  required  of  the  Pophara  colony, 
thour^h  a  witness  to  i^n^llsh'^on'fl  regard  for  divine  worship.  In- 
doed^^then  and  In  subsequent  decades,  evonto  which  exhibit  tho 
fact  or  the  fom  of  relli^lous  attention  and  activity  had  but  a 
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fra^sntary  rooord.      Traoea  of  th«  ©fltrlloet  Froteetnnt  worship 
In  the  Kenneboc  valley,  after  Popharo^  seem  to  he  wholly  effaced. 
It  la  a  fair  preenmption  that  during  the  occupation  by  the  men 
of  Plymouth  come  rellgloua  flervleee  were  held  In  their  Ttrl  at 
Cuahnoc,  conducted  Toy  such  raen  n«  the  ^flntjlowe^  Alden  or  Houth- 
worth^     Slallar  ralnletratlone  mny  have  beon  afforded  to  fisher- 
men ?ind  farmers  In  the  Sasadahoc  district,  or  even  ocenalonal 
preaching  by  a  chance  visitor. 

The  Jesuits  trere  the  first  to  oomo  with  a  religious 
purpose*     Ko  priest  accompanied  Chaaplfvln  In  hie  visit  In  1605 » 
tout  when      de  Blanoourt,  In  1611,  came  hither  from  Tort  P.oyal 
for  ^raln.  Father  Pierre  Blard  shared  In  tWe  voyage  with  the  dis- 
tinct purpose  com-^endlng  his  raleslonary  seal,  **to  see  the  dispo- 
sition of  those  nations  to  receive  the  goepol."     Ko  religious 
cerertonlal  was  observed  here,  thou^jh  a  festival  day  irequlred  the 
mass  when  the  party  was  at  the  nheepsoot;  but  at  an  anchorage 
for  a  nlsht,  about  two  alios  below  where  the  city  of  Bath  now 
Is,  an  Impromptu  sacred  concert  was  given  by  the  Frenehnien  at 
their  superstitious  priest's  request,  as  a  pious  shield  against 
the  baleful  Influence  of  the  supposed  Incantations  in  the  yells 
harangues,  dance  and  orgies  of  a  company  of  savages  on  shore. 
Perhaps  then  for  the  first  tlir.e,  on  the  Kennebec,  were  chanted 
the  rnlve  and  various  hynne  of  the  church  -  snored  words  of 
Christian  neanlnjj.      Next  secular  son^js  enlivened  the  still  night 
Imitated  by  the  natives,  and  joined  with  answering  lalialcry  and 
hooting,  echoed  baclr  and  forth  between  savage  and  civilized,  so 
thnt  the  religious  and  decorous  In  the  end  were  turned  into  the 
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Vo  mleaionnij  t«ror':  was  atteapted  by  Jesuits  or  othero 
80  far  ao  ftnown  till  16^6,  t?h«?^n  Gabriel  Dreulllotes  ci^^e  and 
ministered  for  a  tin©  to  thw  mtivco  in  a  nj<3o  ohapel  which  they 
built  for  blm  a  leA^e  alwvo  the  fort  of  th©  Plyraouth  men  at 
Cuahn^se*     norse  thlrty-thrae  «ll«fl  below  the  mlafjion  stAtion  and 
in  the  shore  lln^  df  tho  city  of  Bath  Is  r  projection  named  frors 
A  forrrer  o^mer  •  Clapp*fl  Point,     •Tradition  has  told  that  an- 
ciently It  wns  Friar* e  ?olnt#  a  a^we  euc^fteetlve  of  pnct  evente 
of  which  It  ftlono  f^lvee  ftvldonoe* 

?oe3slbly  Drfrillletea  had  hor«  a  barlt  hut  for  teraporary 
eojoum  whon  vial  tin/;  the  loisrer  Kennebeie  and  seeking  to  win  th© 
tnen  of  nobln  Hoodj  or  ponclbly  Capuchin  monka  constructed  a  rude 
domicile  and  prosecuted  their  work  for  a  time  among  the  ?'awenocte8,' 

S:ven  f?ebaatlan  Haalea*  during  th©  expulsion  of  the  Ping- 
11  eh,  nay  have  cone  hither  from  his  Karanteauk  r>tatlon  and  leather- 
ed and  inotructed  his  nlophytes  on  thie  inviting:  point  wherfl, 
during;  a  eontury  and  ©ore  past,  have  been  built  fleets  of  coaaters 
and  have  towered  masts  of  merchant  leviathans*      Hut  "Friar's 
P  oint"  conceals  history  we  would  gladly  read* 


1.  Carayont  p»  translation  by  Prof,  F,  ?4*  7;isrr'!?n,  in  our  Bo- 
oioty's  colleotione,  1891»  p.  419, 

I?,  CharlovolXt  Vol,  I»,  p,  A35  •  repeated  by  J^hea's  Catholic  !.'ie- 
elonfl,  p.  135 »  says  the  Capuchins  had  a  hospice  on  the  PTonnebec 
and  welcomed  Droullletes  on  hie  first  Journey,     Thie,  however. 
Is  r\<yt  supported  by  the  narrative  of  l^lemnt  (Jeauit  Polations 
164t)  for  it  w^s  plainly  at  Penobscot  that  Father  Pt,  Ifjjnatlus 
of  Paris*  and  hie  Capuchins  received  the  eoalous  nlo^ilonary, 
ntlll,  sllftlit  evidence  (Tit stor leal  vaj^Rine,  Vol,  VI I r.)  creates 
a  preoucptlon  that  aone  of  these  conks  tarried  for  a  time  at 
Kennebeb* either  precedln?;  Dreullletoe  or  when  his  brief  sojourn 
closed. 
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Af7  I??J.?IGFANT  FAMILY. 

Tho  yen.!*  1650  will  mrk  approximntoly  a  wftnifest  ln« 
erof^se  In  th©  tldo  of  Imralgmtion  which,  unto  cany  polnta  from 
tho  sea  to  Teeonnet,  brou{?ht  In  new  occupiants  •  farnsers,  lu'tibes*- 
men,  fisherman,  traders*     '.^Ithln  a  few  years  previous  to  thla 
dats  and  In  the  decad©  following,  a  Inr^^o  part  of  the  land  pur- 
ch^gen  from  th®  Indians  vor^  mads*      Enffllsh  lowjl^rrants  or  thalr 
eons,  who  htiA  located  In  the  oldest  townt?  of  Vassaohucette,  wore 
taken  up  and  borne  on  hither  by  an  eastward  wave  to  seek  new 
bonnes ,     Theae  oonctltuted  the  lar<^r  part  of  the  adult  popula- 
tion previous  to  Phlllp*a  way,  ^ 

Among  theao  one  nasjo  for  a  time  etO'^d  out  In  protnln- 
enoe,  and  esteen  Is  rightly  due  In  the  dlTaneas  of  the  distance 
and  of  the  facts  for  honorable  position  and  usofulneas  of  the  man, 
Hobert  Gutch»     His  narao  is  first  discovered  In  the  records  of 
the  town  Of  Talem  and  In  itn  first  decade.     He  received  In  Kov- 
esjber,  I637,  a  grant  of  a  half  aero  of  land  near  winter  Harbor.^ 
Again  the  authorities  vote  him  In  16^5 »  a  email  piece  of  march 
which  lay  at  the  end  of  hlo  ten-acre  lot.      Such  land  ownership 
Indleatea  a  fanner  possessed  of  a  fre^?tian*8  right  In  the  calom 
colony.      The  land  first  granted  was  situated  "by  his  fathfsr 
I!olsrave*s"  (or  Howlograve) ,  who,. it  appears,  wns  hie  fathor-ln- 
Iaw,  and  eubeeqiiently  moved  to  Caeoo  Bay. 

It  la  asr?umed  that  on  this  lot  he  built  hla  house  and 
wade  for        wife  Lydla  Holgrave,  a  home  near  her  father.  of 
the  date  of  rnarrlago  or  of  the  arrival  frora  I^ngland  of  the  two 
fa?"  111^^,  I  learn  nothing. 

1.  NOW  known  as  '-Inter  Inland.    Kssex  Institute  Collections,  1862 
P.  118. 


! 

;   In  n  eincrlo  Incidental  pientlon  of  ?'r,  Gutch,  I  find  renoona  to 
I  bellov«  that  he  car.o  f?»orc  ^Inennton,  n  town  In  the  so'jthoqat  of 
roraersotfjhlro,^ 

I  rsgr<?t  thftt  r9s<?ftrch  In  Kn/5llf3h  records  h.ns  not  beon 
poeelble,  yet  I  hnve  found  thla  n'^no  of  fl9v?tr?il  famllloei  In 
Olaetonbury,  flfte<)n  lallfjs  fi^ra  nnoanton.     Hor€>  In  the  church 
of  St,  John  the  Dnptlet,  a  John  Outeh  wao  mlr^lBtftr  In  the  tire© 
of  tho  eorynontreftlth,  dying  at  tho  oloee  of  1657*^ 

Tho  nann  of  Robert  Gutch  appears  In  th«)  mfmhership  of 
I  the  flret  ehurch  of  rulers »  to  which  he  vna  admitted  In  16-^1. 
The  8fir?'5  r^^e')r^1s  flhon  th©  bnptlem  of  hie  children,  eevf^n  in  cim- 
hor»  In  tho  yonrs  fron  16A1  to  165^*  '  One  other  daughter  Is  not 
Included  In  the  llst,'^ 

trns  jtAKt  sr^TTL^K  Arir^  ■  Gi7t7,m^  at  K!?j7?rjfB?:c* 
After  this  Introduction  a  doRen  ye^ro  go  by  when  he  la 
dlflcloeed  enlar^ln^  hla  posEoealono,  as  rt?arxy  n  mn  hofj  done,  by 
nddlnff  mortfT'-^es  to  ho«*?©  and  Innd  In  1651»52«     Evldenoea  of 
financial  ©rabarraeenmnt  In  ensuing  years  create  a  presirr*ptlon 
that  he  found  hlr;eolf  In  such  financial  atmlta  as  precluded  rea- 
Bonabl©  hop©  of  escape,  find  therefore,  on  beat  terns  he  could 
make,  surrendered  hl!5  hone  and  moved  on  into  the  wlldernsoB  to 
be/^ln  anew* 

1,  A  depofll'tlon  taken  In  16f32  (:f;6Bex  County  .'"eoords;  atatee  that 
one  nu;:th  Jonoe  caJEO  from  F.ngland  above  thirty  years  elnce,  that 
he  canjo  fron  Vlncanton  and  was  tsiervftnt  to  ^?r•  Fobert  Outch  and 
hlfl  elster.    Unleeo  "above  thirty  years'*  waa  oo  Indefinite  aa  to 
Include  a  dosen  Eror©»  the  date  will  be  about  1630,  and  trill  ahon 
a  Journey  bade  to  Snj^land  when  a  aloter  returned  with  hlra  of  whom 
nothln;^  further  1»  known,    I  must  recrard  thlo  pernon  aa  the  Ho- 

^?^eSliJ^8f«fh§^ifJ?n^fi^^^A^tl^.^Fi^S^^^3hty,  1591,  and  letter 
of  ItQ  President, 

3»  Feli*fl  Annals  of  Snlon?,  p«  555,  F^ssex  Institute  Collectlono, 
im,  p.  233. 
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Ho  nltnoered  n  do'^d  at  Pf^nqwid^  in  1657»^  oln^le 
trace  of  n  trnns^orit  or  oxten-^od  eo,1«5urn  In  Vno  oast,  posnibly 
while  proepootlns  for  a  home. 

Two  find  a  half  yeoro  lator  h©  purch^eec!  l«nd  eltuated 
on  the  Kennobso  Hlver,  tho  convey anee  of  which  rme  forrally  exe- 
cuted t^fty        1660,  hy  flvo  Ift«51ftn  ** Bn^nm'ir^& Pobln©  Hoode  b©- 
Ing  chief*       Th©  price  wno  eoneealed  under  the  phrnse,  **fdr  di- 
vers oonflld^grsitlonn  novln^  thereunto,^     Pay-^cnti?  for  nolrhborln;^ 
trftotfl  of  land  t?©rt3,  in  one  case  **onQ  hogshead  of  corn  r-nd  thirty 
pumplone,"  In  ftnoth<3r,  "one  bnaver  ekln  and  a  buet->ol  of  corn 
yearly  rent,  and  o  qti«trt  of  liquor"  e^ch  Chrlotraan,      Henoo  we 
eannot  thin^:  5'r«  G«tch  was  hard  presced  to  mke  payr^entc,  A 
chanr^e  It  tmo,  froia  being  the  hJird-prea«50d  owner  In  t?alen  of  a 
do?,en  aerei?,  to  become  the  froo  proprietor  of  four  thousand  aoreo 
ftt  KennebS5C. 

The  lands  to  whleh  h©  g?%lned  eueh  title  e.fl  the  native 
lords  coultl  ^ive,  Iny  on  the  i?eotcm  olde  of  Lon^^  Pe^.ch  In  the 
Kennebec,  twelve  mllee  fron  the  eea,  and  now  noetly  fnll  within 
the  mren  of  tho  city  of  Bath,  and  euch  hne  been  the  distribution 
of  bualneos  and  poptjliation  that  a  very  large  p«rt  of  the  city* 8 
wealth,  lt£S  rnftnufnetorloe,  ehlpynrda,  Its  varied  traffic,  publlo 

1. "  Suffolk  reode,  Book  III*,  p*  50, 

2,  TCork  r^?edB,  Book  XI.,  folio  63*    This  sn^apjore's  namo  Is  writ- 
ten variously,  but  ununlly  noblnhood,  as  In  an  early  e^lo  of  land 
164B  -  "I  ??aciO!r:ln  ooe  called  by  rny  Indian  naice  or  Roblnhood  soe 
called  by  cy  Kn^llsh  narao,"  -  ?lynouth  Pecordn,    Another  convey- 
ance by  hln,  thn  earlloet  known,  upo?  A  different  native  na-^o, 
♦?owbotlworT?et,  but  has  Poblnhood  in  the  olt^-ature,      Panocrin  la 
elo9wh«re  Rawncason* 


bulltllngs,  ehurches,  manslono  of  tho  rich  and  or«iinary  dwelllnGo 
Of  tho  people,  «r«  situated  upon  those  ncroe*      A  cove  at  the 
north  •  Hnrwnrde  •  another  at  the  south,  a  short  d I  stance  tiboro 
tomo  rooks  onco  called  tho  Jif:glo8,  but  latterly  Trufant'a  Led- 
g«e,  EBark  perwanontly  tho  beundarloo  on  the  river*      Tho  dlatanee 
fror3  nofth  to  eouth  on  a  right  line  aeroso  ctreets  and  whorveo 
In  the  ^fllnesa  front  of  the  city  is  two  ana  one-el^hth  olios. 
The  tract  extended  hack  by  estimation  threes  miles,  or  to  the  next 
estuary,  "ew  yeadowo  Plvor,     Adjacent  on  tho  couth  wno  land  con- 
I  veyed  by  the  sria©  flnfjnrsoros  to  Alexander  Thralt  on  tho  previous 

day.     The  covo^  iT*fie  tho  oomon  boundjaxy  and  the  ttro  eetatoa  were 
I  dlvi.dod  by  a  westerly  line  adjuetod  by  lautunl  agroenient  of  the 
purchasercs,  t?ho  el(i;n  no  wltnoaeee  each  the  other's  do®d*  Aloo 
I  In  tho  resr  of  Tht/alt*ff  land  lay  another  portion  of  Gutch*s  pur- 
j  chase  but  Its  extent  and  bounds  cannot  be  traced  and  it  soon 

i 

!  paasod  Into  othj?r  hands. 

Tho  removal  of  Mr.  Gutch  from  Salem  to  the  Kennebec  is 
alone  indicated  by  the  date  of  the  piirchaso,  the  spring  of  1660. 
Fie  may  have  moved  hie  fn^lly  a  year  or  wore  before,  or  lived  a 
irtiile  at  Petnaould.      Two  sites  have  been  assigned  for  his  house 
by  tradition,  but  neither  has  but  slijtrht  claim  to  Certainty  be- 
eauee  of  chan-e  and  rebulldlni;  consequent  upon  the  waro.      It  was 
surely  a  rude,  humble  horee  at  convenient  access  to  the  water  and 
havlnpj  itp  outlook  upon  the  shaded  or  eleamlng  ?Jennebec,  yet  do- 
liieMful  views  were  eoteoned  of  llttl©  worth  slnco  life  in  that 


1,  *Mr!:sd  by  f^easrs.  Houfrhton's  shipyard,  and  by  J-^esara.  I>DnnGll*6 
ropewdlk  burnt  in  1890. 


I 


ij  n«»,  harsh  bs^lnnln/^  raefint  hard  worlc  to  ^In  sub^jlntcnce  nnd 

open  thd        to  bottor  ys'^rn*     John,  the  eldfic^t  of  thJ5  fair.lly, 
I  was  about  ttreiity  years  old,  abld-hanfl^d,  vo  pronuno,  to  ^llft  tip 
th«  ajt©  upon  tho  thle!t  tireoo,**  vhero  perhaps  not  on©  hnd  ovar 

I  b««n  felled;  a  llttlo  girl  of  throo  or  four  wno  the  youngofjt  of 

I 

fl  teren  fiau;5hter33.  If  bo  many  otlll  lived  who  «ould  aid  to  advnnco 
the  family  fortunes.     A  hard  tror!tln«t  mn  by  the  nocesaltl«?3  of 
the  ease,  wxq  thle  Kennebec  plonoer^ 

A  fragmentary  but  au^pjeetlve  view  of  Mr«  Gutch  In  pub- 
lic relatione  la  fumlehed  ua  by  the  Yorl^ehlro  records,  T?hon 
I  Charlea  tl.  mode  his  feeble  attestpt  In  1665,  to  eatabllah  hie 
1  royal  authority  In  Oora^es*  Province  of  I'alno,  his  comtnlBo loners, 
or  probably  their  deputy,  made  demand  for  eubnlcalon  upon  the  In- 

I  habitants  of  the  last  dletrlet  eastward,  then  without  a  name 

I 

1  enve  "the  'T^ost'^m  Glde  of  Kennebec  TJlvcr."     Trenty«two  men  tooft 
the  oath  of  allegianee  and  mipremney  on  Soptonber  eighth*  The 
najjte  of  Robert  Outch  bends  the  list,  and  the  fact  has  worth  to 
fluggeet  hia  aoelal  prominence,  or  poealbly,  lenderffhlp.     He  le 
then  enpo9»orod  by  that  royal  authority  to  adnlnlater  the  8as!« 
oath  to  others  of  Trhora  It  should  be  required  •  tJhlch  honor  icay 
be  elalracd  aa  a  teetlTROny  to  hie  hl^h  standlnr:,  whatever  aoc?©- 
tlmes  was  tho  character  of  the  bins;* a  offleerfl,      Tor  ouat  It  be 
held  a  blemish  that  at  thla  tine,  Pepte:Qber  12,  1665$  hb,  arri 
;  four  othsra  of  hlo  tormamen  llkewlae,  gained  the  legal  rlc;ht  un- 
der bonde  to  retail  llquore*      In  the  next  year  he,  and  hi a  re- 
cent neljpihbor  ThTralt,  vera  drawn  Jurors  In  a  taurd^r  trial  held 
ft.t  court  at  Cased*     Aiso,  In  this  year,  1666,  he  wae  app-Jlnted 


.  9  - 


•dmlnletrator  on  the  eat^tQ  of  John  llowleprnvo  of  Falnouth,  who, 
M  Infer,  wns  hla  wlfs'o  father. 

So  rmch  alone  apponra  In  eontonporary  rocord«,  oxhlbl- 
tlnxj  his  pybllo  dutlos  and  position  •  a  laor©  glinrpBo  of  hlra  na  a 
oitlsen  upholding  gov©mciont  Rnd  ln«r,  trustworthy  an<1  honored^ 

Thore  wns  little  frlendllneus  between  th©  Wow  Kn«5lan4 
oolonlflto  and  Charloa  Stuart*  but  to  olfjn  the  name  In  aoeoptfinee 
Of  the  king's  government  at  Kennebec  did  not  prove  F.obert  Gutch 
ft  hearty  and  subservient  roynllet^  nor  declare  him  out  of  eympa- 
thy  with  th©  fnen  of  J^aflwaehuaotte,  who  now  fQar©<t  the  abrldf^uient 
or  losfl  of  tholr  flelf-govomoent.     One  can  Indeed  read  Into 
thnt  islrnature  and  eorvloe*  royalleitt  «ind  by  Implication,  Angli- 
can,    B\it  we  can  ae  well  read  nttaehnjent  to  order  and  law»  First 
roee  the  question  of  government  wh<?)re  there  had  been  none;  en» 
doreement  of  the  klnrs'e  colonial  policy  was  another  isatter*  It 
was  to  r?r,  Gutch* a  credit  that  he  ranji^d  himself  on  the  aide  of 
lawful  authority.     Hie  course  eavoreA  of  good  citiaenehlp,  and 
It  was  duty  alao  for  hin  to  serve  his  king*     Hie  opinions  or 
m-jtives  wo  cannot  know. 

The  next  atage  In  the  Iciown  hi  story  of  the  aan  la 
brief  an^  1»  the  lft8t«     Leea  than  a  year  paeped  after  his  eer- 
vleofl  In  the  court  at  Caaco  when  a  new  entry  placea  hie  name 
ap;aln  In  the  record,  vls.s  letters  of  adninlotratlon  granted  to 
I'rs.  Lydla  Gouch  on  the  ©state  of  her  huaband  l^obort  Oouoh  de- 
ceased*    To  his  public  duties  and  usefulneao  sud-^enly  the  end 
had  corao,      Th«  record  ehowa  the  widow* s  bonderjen  war©  Capt,  Ed- 
mund Pattosh^ll  and  Geors©  KunJoy«      For  tholr  security  she 
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.  •  Th«  <lftt9  of  the  sesfllrtn  wh^n  theso  mfitters  tranflplr«d 
If  not  Bhorm,  but  It  ma  previous  to  P'?pter5br^r,  for  th«  lnventoi7 
Of  th«  ©fitate  bjf  th«  appmleore  Chrlatophor  T/iTTBon  nn^  f^dnund 
ratteshall  wan  <5ated  0«9ptomb*»r  55,  16674      It  wns  pr«9'9oted  In 
eourt  oortlflml  by  rf5fjulr^>d  oath  Dotobop  foiirth,     no  plne«5  of 
roflldonoo  of  tho  deeansod  I «j  Included  In  the  ro<!op'l0,     But  aaldo 
froa  tho  fjiffllllap  mmm,  all  tho  pgrsonfl  hnvlnj^  pnrt  In  the  ad- 
Blnletrfitlon  n?*«5  Konnobeo  residents  dxoopt  ?a>nJoy  of  Cftsco*  There 
Ifl  no  plneo  for  ft  ouoetlon  roejp^otlng  Identity.     7ho  dat«?  of  hie 
denth  can  only  b«  dotosnlnod  approximately,  depend  In;;  on  the 
frequency  of  the  eourto,  nnd  the  Imraedlftte  ruction  of  the  admlnla- 
trator*     If  the  court  o©e<ilonfl  were  wonthly  and  if  "re,  •Quteh 
presented  the  Inventory  ae  ordered  at  the  next  fleajslon  after  her 
ftpTwlntrient,  then  ahe  wne  appointed  In  J^epteiaber,  nvA  hor  hua» 
bandS  donth.  If  reported  to  the  court  ttt  the  flrnt  following  cee- 
alon,  i^ould  hnVQ  occurred  In  Au/pjst.     If^  hotrevor,  there  waa 
delfjy  In  either  atop,  or  the  courts  Trcre  blraonthly,  the  denth 
would  be  put  h^iOH  to  July  or  Juno.  rrlll  therefore  write  the 

dftte,  the  auTCTor  of  1667*^ 

Defs,th  w?io  Cfiueed  bgr  drovnln^,  as  unvarylnf?  tmdltlon 
hno  told,  but  the  pLnoe  or  the  ocenslon  fire  Involved  In  doubt. 
One  noc'>unt  telle  of  the  onpel Ring  of  hla  T>^at  while  oroisslng 
ton,-^  T?aach.     Another  doclnrea  thnt  he  frna  dro?m^^d  by  mloalng;  the 

!♦  itore  pftlnct'^klns  seTch  mny  attain  aocurftcy.     The  records  of 
v.nrlous  fleffr»?.onj!  T?ere  not  nil  entered  In  chronologlcftl  order, 
and  In  placco  nre  obscure* 
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w»7  at  A  fordln.'5-plaoo  betwoen  Arronslc  and  Parkor'o  lolnnds, 

that       TTflfl  on  h^rssbftcl?  fxn^  hln  wlf©  ftlao  lost  hey  llfo,^  The 

drowning  of  "ra.  Gutoh,  of  which  thia  tradition  retains  details, 

.  if  B«nlfO0t  error ^  and  f^nve  euaplolor.  ftrlocg  in  r<?«pcct  to 

•ti(Jh  «  e^iuoo  of  droTmlnc  for  much  horsoback  rlcUrsr?  In  that  psrlod 

ws  laprobablo  alnco  Biioh  la  the  toportr^jphy  -  tho  rlvsrg,  ranny 

er^^rs,  e3rt?)nalv«  iT!<»rahert  -  that  without  tho  pro(«Qnt  aor!!pl9r.ent 

of  fsrrlfiB  en'1  brldc<5j«,  a  horso  oould  tr'ivol  but  n  fctr  nllss  ear- 

eopt  by  lonr;;  <?!<»touro»      Pooplo  whom  Vt»  Cutch  wished  to  Tlelt 

'  wtiW  h4V«  bof»n  re^.ehea  fny  mon*  ©aslly  nnd  G.rpOfUtloiip.ly  by  bont 

irhleh  ov«n  now  lo  a  comron  method  of  tr.ivel  of  Knny  poople  living 
3 

Kftar  thoed  waterways. 

HIS  miasTm 

Kothlttf?  In  records  or  doouaents  of  the  rorlod  Indicate 
It,     TT©  Bhould  hftve  b€>©n  wholly  lirnorant  of  th^  fmot  but  for 
IncT^lry  Into  land  tltlos  In  the  following  century*      rale  of  tho 
Ifinda  nnd  tho  j5ro«»t  lawsuit  rofip^etlnc  them^  rovenled  hla  mlnls- 
5',  'christlfln  ?nrror,  M?>-roh  10,  1888. 

3,  rnet  hlPtorlc^il  notices  of  ?-r.  Cuteh  In  miriy  worhe  aefll^JTs  hlo 
d»ath  to  1C)79*    This  dnto  wne  probably  an  Inferonco*    In  reopeot 
to  tho  lofrnl  tltl*»  to  hla  ectr>.te  cortnln  fi^S  pwroone  deposed  that 
§0  rjnny  yo?»rs  ft;^  they  llvod  at  rsennob<*c  mid  knew  him  or  f.«nlly, 
or  lived  with  hir.t  by  which  apparently  h©  F'^a  nillvs  In  167^' »  or 
In  1675.    Th&a<y  (aeposltlonf*  wore  intenf^ed  to  Bhow  h©irf5hlp  of  dee- 
c»rdflnti?i  who  hftd  sold  their  rlfr^hts,  and  tho  d©pon«nt«  eo^jro  to  d©» 
Blmnt©  tho  Intofst  yorvro  of  tholr  rcaldonco  thoro  without  dlfltln- 
Cijif»hln?r  pih»rply  a  bIwIIpj*  fiato  for  J?r#  Gutoh.    Ind*od,  It  rr.r^y 
hnvo  bffon  ror?irdod  ne  policy  not  to  montlon  tho  df\t©  of  hie  denth, 
but  to  allow  r<3Sldonco  of  motnbora  of  th«  ffurlly,  hL-nsolf  Included, 
to  provo  po{jGoo«!lon  of  tho  Innda  In  defenrto  of  tltlo,      Thoeo  do- 
poBltlona  In  17?'^,  173^»  ll^^t  Indefinite  or  equivocal,  must  bo 
lntorprot??d  conslatontly  with  the  probate  rooorde  which  aro  be- 
yond ftflfftll* 

l.Joffrlofi  Vi«,  Ponnoll,  Lincoln  County,  IJC^'-  -ruporlon  Court, 
Fnlraouth,  l7t56.      The  court  cuatnlnod  tho  Gutch  tltlo,  but  tho 


-  12  - 


iormAndani  apDealed  to  the  kln^  In  council,  and  waR  allowed  a  new 
trill  on  a  olnglo  point  of  error  In  adnlsaion  of  evidence,  but  no 
•t«p  towards  a  trial  was  taken, 

terlal  character*'     In  dopogltions  by  hla  daughter  and  granddaugh- 
t«j»,  ho  Is  styled  "Rev*  !/.r.  Gutch"  and  iflinister  at  Kennebeck."' 
Jonathan  Preble  "srho  came  to  tlie  river  In  1716,  and  gained  knowl- 
edge of  eventa  In  the  previous  century  and  had  acquaintance  with 
aon!0  of  ?ir,  Gutch's  descendacts,  testified  that  he  waa  often  told 
.  that  Gutch  had  been  a  preacher  to  the  f lehermGn  f.nd  was  drowned 
neir  a  hundred  years  previous.^ 

Jabez  Bradbury  conversant  with  the  river  and  people 
after  1716,  deposed  that  ho  had  often  heard  of  i'.r»  Gutch,  the  min- 
ister, and  that  there  was  a  moetinghous©  somewhere  on  Long  Reach 
In  his  day.      Such  a  place  of  worship  is  fully  certified,  r.7r 
Preble  testified  he  had  seen  It,  and  indeed,  it  is  well  proved 
that  It  stood  on  land  which  he  ownod#      His  sons,  and  a  neighbor 
equally  inforrried,  have  polnt<5d  out  the  precise  site  to  persons 
living.      It  stood  at  the  extreme  northwest  point  of  Arrows lo 
Island,  and  nearly  opposite  across  the  river  from  iTr.  Gutch' s 
hone.      That  Jir,  Preble  saw  It  proves  that  It  stood  unscathed 
through  three  Indian  ^ars,  when  the  savages  burned  vindictively 
nearly  every  structure  the  white  settler  built  in  order  to  drive 
hlra  out.     Yet  it  lo  to  their  honor  that  they  respected  the 
place  of  worship.      It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  land  of  this 

2.  York  Deeds,  Book 'XVI. ,  fol.  109".    Book  XXIV,,  fol.  26n, 

3.  T^llliamoon^B  ifaino,  Vol.  II.  p.  A88.  This  tostinony,  if  given 
at  the  trial  in  1764  (not  1758),  will  closely  certify  the  date  of 
Mr.  Gutch' 8  death. 


^illnltt«r  at  K^nnoboo  Includod  "Frl-sr'ff  rolnt,"  whoever  th(»  Kon, 
lrtait#r«r  ©ny  hftvo  b*«t3  th«  hld-Jon  hletory,  ao  nearly  did  the 
;  t*«  wjylc  tr»ft«  toj^ther,  tbourh  es.eh  did  hlo  ovr?-], 

Cwciftlonc  trill  .nrlco  r?!flp0Otln?;  hlcj  m^Rifiterlil  Bt.nnd- 
■ring        worJt*     »fts  h*  a  Klnleter  rs^guldrly  r>rt3jrln«d?     I  atrong- 
Jly  doubt  It.     Ho  me  a  yotjne  h©  l*fi  Kn^rl^in^,  thouc^ 

iwt  to«  ymin*^  to  hav©  hid  pr^pn-mtlon  for  gerrlco  In  th^  ministry 
■ry\Xf  drdftln#<!  and  devoted  to  Kpleeopioyi  Salflm  7ms  a  ntrnnj?«  plaoo 
Ifor  hln#  Blrc©  th*»r*,  SAys  Bancroft^  "they  feared  tho  s-dherenta 

of  th«  oet«.bllish:t;2»nt  »s  splco  In  the  Qftrapj**  and  a  littl«  f^otlon 
J  t/ho  »«5uld  retain  th©  for^s  df  the  ta©th©r  church  v^rc  ron;irds(1  se- 
ditious end  In  the  pi'-r^or.s  of  their  leaders tho  Erownof?,  Eplsco- 
jwey  WAS  oxlled,      Surely  Gutoh*  ft  h^lf-dosen  ycwe  lat^r,  did 
'  rwt  ©nt?»r  f^'jlcm  with  thene  oplralone,  and  y©t  soon  «Rtor  the  com- 
minion  of  th*  f.nlen  churoh,      Subsequent  ordination  would  hftvo 
b**>n  eonf«rrod  on  hlra  in  th©  colony  only  as  r  religious  teacher 
of  ftn  QxintlTiff  ehuTdh^  of  whloh  there  would  hnv<3  boen  rocord. 

But  It  '??lll  h«  objectfld  that  Ino'^tinr;  this  Authority 
tho  strlot  ev<?rs1.c^ht  hy  tho  b«rstod  and  9o-CJiill«d  Intolornnt 
V*er«nohu9stta  would  not  p&rvsit  him  to  exsreleo  tho  mlnloterlal 
function.      Indeed*  th©  rlfr^it  to  sllenco  any  unordjilnod  pornon 
wftfl  nffi.rme'?  In  155^.      t?ut  Itr.  Gutch  itne  in  an  Incipient  eot- 
tl^.'fli'nt,  wnfl  without  tho  bo\mdn  of  oocloelnfltlcxl  una^-^  and  law* 
and  boyond  tho  authority  of  ranglatrate  or  o.ldcrH.      Thoro  the 
opnortunlty  and  tha  urjrant  no<5d  would  answor  all  nufJfltlona  roe* 
paetlnf^  hlffl  rlrht  to  proaoh  the  poapol*      Xn^lf^od,  wo  kno^  that  a 
fluc?!*»flf!-^r  ^no  unordalnod.      Kenca  In  the  l^xvs&  froedon  of  tho 
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tU<)«r0«0(i  whore  ffion  nre  einply  roon  not  moldQcl  Into  eyotptre,  the 

U 

t\2h9§  Of  tho  InhJ^bltnnts,  hlo  o^n  confiolenco  and  dovotlon  vrrote 
-  ih*  prop«r  fl©rtlflo^t«  for  hlin  to  do  the  work  of  nn  evanp,©llet. 

Of  hlfl  rulnlstry  In  lie  fsothodd  or  ©stont  ire  know  noth- 
'  iflg         thflt  th«  houfld  of  worship  donotoa  a  regular  Rfifforably 
n  iM  auoh  oervlcsfl  as  wer»  poflslbl©,      f^oetin/ta  olflewhors  In  dls- 

Unt  houflofl  and  garrleona,  vlaltntlon,  tofichlng,  eatechlalnf:,  ar© 

Jr..) 

^robfiblo*     Wo  asfluna  a  eonaldemblo  portion  of  his  time  wae  ap- 
-pll«d  to  tilling  hla  homo  acres  In  hard  work  for  hlo  farally'a 
ilvbalatencoj  and  If  ho  mad<9  hl8  ovan^ellsn  froo  tho  sorvloe  vria 
Wt  unrownrdgd  for  In  Now  England,  then,  tho  rollglouo  tenchor 
bad  no  Blight  honor t  and  glfta  to  tho  voluntary  and  devotod  la- 
IjoMr  would  not  fall  In  tho  place  of  stipulated  ealary. 

Tho  denotnlnatlonal  relatione  of  Pobert  Gutch  have  been 
(jtiestlonsd  In  the  Intereet  of  the  early  history  of  the  several 
ohurches.     Various  opinions  were  exprofleed  when  little  was  known 
of  him  but  the  more  fact  of  hla  rclnlatry*      f?ow  it  is  pomsltted 
to  ^la^Ie  more  positive  .'•tatenents. 

It  was  a  hasty  mleapprehenalon  of  history  which  Infer- 
red that  ho  was  Presbyterian,  and  because  many  Kennebec  settlers 
were  auch*^     Preab^terlnnlam  eaiae  Into  f-alne  with  the  r-eotch- 
Irlsh  a  half-century  after  hla  death,  and  one  of  the  earliest 
known  churchea  In  the  eoloniea  wna  only  organised  In  16PA,  at 
Snowhlll,  rarylfind*    A  dozen  years  previous  a  few  preaehors  and 
adherent 6  were  to  be  found  in  the  adjacent  eta toe.    T^ore  he  Pres- 
byterian "r.  Outeh  would  have  been  there  an  advance  pioneer  by 
several  <2eeadeo  and  In  ^fiw  England  a  lone  representative  during 
that  century.     Llkewlee  at  the  tine  of  hlc  inralgratlon.  In 
1.  feline  H"lstorlcal  CollectlorT/ Vol.  II.  p.  203,  end  eleewhere. 
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■  Ifi  ih«  g0n«r4l  tumoll  In  Enijlfsnd  Just  procet^ln^  the  com- 
JiWtlvtAlth,  In  th«  BtrlfQ  of  Turltin  and  churchry^in,  tho  oppoaln/^ 
^  tlflrt  of  Ina«p«nd«nt«  and  Preabytdrlane  as  the  latter  wore  aee^?- 
.^j^iuf  ^o»«]^  and  to  beoofce  tho  national  church.  It  would  bo  wholly 
5j.«0»Jip««Ud  for  ft  ?re8l?7torlftn  to  malto  olo«©  afflllntlon  trith  Purl- 
^^itiMi  la  I2a6t«ohti0otto« 

ig  To  SplBCopaoy  nleo  has  Ur*  Gutch  boon  assigned*  This 

l^plalon  will  Indeed  bring  him  Into  connection  with  the  church 
|«y«^"  Introduced  Into  Oorgefi*  Frovlnco  of  li'alne.     But  there 
|#tr«  opp?>8lng  eletaentfi  and  much  Indlfferentlen,  and  aleo  vnrloue 
|i>tibllo  Interoatfl  tending  totrards  alllanoe  with  ?^TGBeQchusette, 
land  In  the  proflress  of  events  a  growing  frlendllnens  to  her  church 
Tiytiea. 

Before  the  reeoval  of  Ur^  Dutch  to  the  Kennebeo,  the 
•abltloufl  Bay  Colony  had  with  drafltle  Influence,  brought  the  wes- 
tern towns  under  her  authority,  and  Epliscopaey  wae  naturally  re- 
•trloted  and  wnnlng*      It  nniat  be  queetloned  If  that  dletrlot  at 
tho  extre??e  boundary,  styled  **the  weotcm  eldo  of  Kennebec,"  ever 
had  oloae  relatione  or  any  civil  relatione  with  tho  root  of  the 
province*     «?han  King  Gharleo  eet  up  hla  govemnient,  thlf  nf-rrow 
penlneula,  or  a  portion  of  Its  Inhabltnnts  yielded  to  the  sum- 
mons fltiether  by  loyalty  to  hlra  or  "bj  deal  re  to  have  eone  form  of 
government,     A  few  men  of  tho  eaat  of  the  river  did  the  eame  by 
report  ln«5  at  rhefjpecot,     Prevlounly  tho  two  a  Idea  had  been  one 
In  lnter<»flt,  untraiameled  in  their  wild  fre.-^dom  by  laws,  courts 
or  exaetlona.      Their  buelneeo  relations  had  been  chiefly  with 
Boston  and  ftd,1r%oont  towns  from  which  many  h^d  oorrje,  and  their 
oyffpathles,  wV  believe,  larf^ely  tended  thnt  wr\y,  for  it  la  by  no 
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•♦tnt  In  •vl<l«noa  that  the  Kennebec  had  b©Qn  peopled  by  cavaliers 

UsA  bf  Bmleoontontfl  from  r/aeeachufletts.^     There  does  not  eeem, 

I  lh*r«fore,  to  be  etich  fiaturation  of  the  eoll  by  iTplacopAcy  ao  to 

tff»«t  Robert  G^jtoh*     Btlll,  If  the  new  civil  eysteffl  In  Chnrlea* 

«•«•  had  included  religious  obsorvj^ncee,  Ur*  Outch  eeemo  to  be 

the  ma  to  be  invited  to  tafte  the  oharrre.     But  the  record  has 

not  A  word  respecting  atich  isattore,  and  they  were  dotjbtleee  pae- 

*«d  overi  thouGh  a  rellfuloua  eonetltutlon  irau  laoued  at  Sh«ec- 

§96tp  on  liberal  prlnolplea# 

But  prevloufl  to  this  date.  It  must  be  doubted  if  oast 

of  th«  Kennebec  there  were  any  eervleee  or  any  public  hood  to 

religion.     Subeequently  under  "Hie  j?oyal  nighnoflR,"  in  a  little 

nensure,  forme  of  worship  were  observed  at  ?efflaquld,  of  couree^ 

Iplicopal,  and  at  r-heepeeot  in  1683  the  plan  for  a  renewal  of  the 

a«ttlement,  stipulated  for  a  rae^^tlng-houae  and  a  rainlster  of 

their  free  oho  lee  ae  approved  by  the  majority  -  quite  a  eivor  of 
3 

independency ♦ 

Sut  in  1665 f  at  Kennebec,  we  may  doubt  if  there  were 
half  as  nsuflh  tendency  to  Anglican  forma  as  to  the  freedora  of  wor- 
th Ip  in  the  Bay  colony*     Surround In^je  indeed,  do  not  eialre  the 
Bftn,  and  we  ©an  neither  deny  to  ?^r«  Dutch,  nor  aaeert  of  him, 
proclivity  to  the  eatabllahod  church  before  or  after  cettlement 
at  Kennebec.     JTplscopal  attaehnienta  auet  bo  read  in  between  the 
lines  if  at  all.     Yet  if  the  few  facta  ahowln?;  his  connection 
with  the  new  govorniaent  shall  be  oonatrued  as  evidence  that  he 

1,  ffany  of  the  eastern  people  were  etronglv  attached  to  her  gov- 
ern.'nent,  wiliiannon'a  ?'alno,  Vol.  1       p.  A14# 

5.  nulllvan,  District  ?!alne,  p. 

3,  ''nine  Historical  Collection,  Vol.  V.,  pp.  51»  79. 


B   feta  bMoae  a  pnrtlsan  of  the  crtttarte  In  that  would  arlsQ  allcht 
f#t«diii  for  thlnlcl!V5  hln  turned  toward  TJpleoopaey  • 

On  tho  eontmryt  evldeno©  positive  and  trel/rhty  le 
drawn  froa  hln  reflldenod  In  Kaseaohuadtta,     A  hnme  ehoaen  and 
^  ;MintalRed  aeons  non-oonforalate  and  Independents  at  Salen,  cer- 
;  tlfUa  to  oon^enlal  opinions  and  slmllAr  alajo  In  eorslng;  to  New 
toflland*     l^fflbflrahlp  In  that  ehureh»  In  tt  the  baptism  and  nur- 

I*  ttir*  of  hl«  children,  with  It  fellowship  continued  a  aoora  of 
f&rtt        atrons  pointa  r©yoalln^5  hearty  aynpathy  with  Its  ceth- 
ed0  and  spirit* 
Enterprleo  or  exigent  busin^sn  affaire  rofnovod  hlta  to 
tha  Kannaheo,     A  ehringa  thar«  Into  the  eommimlon  of  the  ©etabll- 
Shod  ehureh*  whore  there  was  no  church,  will  te  assumption  gratul- 
toua  and  unwftrthy*     Uothln/j  epeaka  for  !?:plBCopacy  but  the  place, 
and  that  imc^?rtalnly  and  fooblyj  against  it  all  his  former  Ufa 
In  ffow  Sngland,  his  rollf^lous  relations  and  tralnlnj^. 

R9nc9  was  Hob#>rt  Cutch  affiliated  with  early  Consreffa- 
tlonallen.^     Bound  ©vldanco  lias  on  thnt  eldo:  onlr  conjectured 
poaalbllltles  on  tho  other.      In  the  spirit  of  free  Congre^ratlon- 
allew  which  by  Inherent  life  alwaya  adapts  Itself  to  conditions 
and  needs,  he  entered  on  a  Christian  work.     The  wlldernosp  gavo 
hlrj  frej«!dorji  far  largor  thnn  In  Saleaj  the  olampo  of  a  rysten 
were  loor«»nedj  he  v^e  a  Christian  rc-an  amonff  needy  rcen,  women  and 
children  who  were  llvlr^  without  rell^tious  Instruction  or  Influ- 
ence,    In  the  spirit  of  primitive  ©vangellon  he  went  forth  to 
preach  the  c:oopel,  asking  leave  neither  of  maeletrato,  elder,  or 
prclato,  and  finding  his  auf^^orlty  in  the  sJ^n.t  connaianlon.  The 

1.  Ano*  Doralnlons,  ^j.  35^«    Christian  Mirror,  16r0,  Feb.  11,  vnr, 
31.    ?,^aln0  Oong*!  Klnutos,  I876,  p.  193;  1681,  p.  27. 


buU'linr;  Of  tx  church  ar^u^n  a  prf?vlou0  plnn  or  the  consenting 
purpofl©  of  thf?  people.      It  oxprossed  rdllcinuo  convictions  which 
pr9p^.y^«1  tho  wfly  for  a  o«rvant  of  Go<5,  or  at  one©  rosponded  to 
03t.<\bllah  Chrlatlnn  worship  when  ono  wao  arsons  them  ra^dy  and 
flttod  to  b«  nn  QVin^ellat. 

The  lo<jRtlon  of  th®  houeo  of  worohlp  likening  flavors 
Conc^r«p;^tlon'^.ll!j"r!«     It  waa  upon  Arrotroio  -  thQ  lslin<1  owned  by 
tho  Boston  morchants  Clark©  and  lAlr©»  whero  their  caln  bufllnoa(5 
an-l  .«y..arrl8on  rrcrc,  a  pr?)of  of  tholr  favor  and  l^irjje  eupport, 
*'aJor  Clnr''t«  w«.8  a  tyorthy  eltlzon  of  Boston*  honorM  by  official 
8tatlon»  In  civil  and  military  llfo,  llberal-alnded  land  b^novo- 
lont.      Captain  Tj?i!to  was  a  gentl^ttn-an  of  flletlnotlon  and  worth, 
p.n  fttt«2idnnt  fmd  a  few  yoirs  Inter  n  mombor  of  tho  I7orth  Church, 
Boston  {Doctoi*  rathor*e)«     They  ©ntorod  upon  their  Kemiebec  en* 
terprlfjo  ?ib^iit  165^»  hnd  finny  worbr.en  In  their  employ  and  exor- 
clfiod  no  flmftll  Influence  on  general  affnlra*     Tholr  aseney  In 
protsotln*^  thill  rsll.^loua  cssvaoent  and  the  erection  of  a  church 
cs^n  be  counted  on#      Upon  an  old  map,  added  by  a  later  hand  Is  a 
dn,to  1665 »  referring  to  thio  church,  but  I  do  not  rofjfird  It 
worthy  of  rcllfinoe  to  ahOT?  the  tine  of  erection,  but  only  an  In- 
ference or  npproxlfaitlon  b^sed  on  the  tine  of  Tr.  Cutch*e  minis- 
try.     Ap!?.u?!!iR?i;  thnt  ho  entered  upon  hl«  public  ^rork  soon  after 
he  hnd  estmbllflhed  hie  hoso,  the  church  zsay  havo  been  built  a 
year  or  tro  after  1660 ^  yet  an  earlier  date  io  pofiolblo,  oopeelal- 
ly  If  we  allow  that  Clarke  and  t^ahe  wore  principal  patronn^  Tn- 
deed,  Borr.o  other  mnn  prevloua  to  Vt*  Gutoh  may  have  olnlntered 
for  a  time  and  been  the  true  pioneer,  for  the  rurltan  continent 
required  the  plabe  of  worship  very  early  In  every  eettXe^ent, 


ruch  nre  sorao  of  the  knotm  and  Inferred  irurroundln^o 
of  th^  ministry  of  ,=fobort  Gutch.     of  ite  tnethot^n,  Ita  spirit » 
Ita  roaults,       ara  lgnofn.nt»  only  knwlnc:  tbnt  thlc  mnn  boro 
tho  name  and  did  the  work  of  a  minister  of  the  rtnrd  of  God.  Go 
fnr  ad  Icnown  ho  lived  at  Ronneboo  only  coven  yeara,  of  which  th© 
whole  or  posfllbly  not  ono-h^lf  wna  given  to  rollfjlous  oervlce. 
Brief  at  tho  nost.  And  then  fts  ono  tradition  hns  told,  returning; 
acrogjj  th«  rivor  from  hla  public  duty,  the  an^sry  wavoa  afls^.llod 
him,  and  hla  fmily  if  doubtloss  watching,  with  what  nfjony  did 
thsy  ae©  tho  cntnstrophe  and  find  thoiasolvaa  sorely  etrlckon. 
It  is  but  a  reMonnblo  oonjooturo  to  rogard  i'r,  Cutoh  nt  death 
nearly  fifty-five  yenrs  of  agQ» 

On©  orislnnl  deed  extant  (Indians  to  7?ebber)>  and  a 
few  oth^'«r8  on  record  doubtless  written  ysy  him,  dlccloee  acquain- 
tance with  lejjftl  fox^e,  and  show  acquirononts  enabling  him  to 
advise  and  aeetiat  in  business  battern*     Kl8  handwriting  indica- 
tes rin  oaay  and  practised  pen,  and  suggests  a  ^ood  education. 
The  title  "r.tr.*"  frequently  applied  denoted  ordinarily  a  poreon 
of  quality  or  official  dlatlnotlon. 

iiiB        Airo  FA::irjr. 

The  actual  life  of  the  zaan  and  hie  fsuaily  le  partially 
dlnclooed  by  tho  Inventory  of  hio  ectate,  which  offerc  llf,htc 
and  Bhadefj,  chiefly  ehadeo,  for  an  Inatnictlve  and  touchla*^  pic- 
ture. 

Inventory  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  Hobert  Oouch,  de- 
ceased, aa  th'sy  were  appraicod  by  Chridtoph'?r  Lawcon  and  Kdraund 
Patteshall  on  the  20th  day  of  September  1667.  (Nearly  vert>atlra 


et  lltoratln. ) 

Imprimis:  on©  dwelling  houtse  with  outhouses,  and  upland  where- 
of   sl:c  acres  are  in  tillage  with  marsh  ground  which  Is  In 


One  feather  bed,  one  bowlster,  1  greln  Rugg.  ■ 
2  blankettfl 

One  bed  stuffed  with  Catt  tayles*  : 
one  bowlster,  three  blankets, 

2  bedsteads    TTearelng  apperell   ,.  ■         .    ;  . 

a  prcell  of  bbotes    3  guns  .     '  \  .     at  14-10-0 

1  spinein^  Tfheele    2  Chests  ■  *  ■  :> 

2  Wllke  pannes    one  ould  little  Table  _ 


controversy* 


C30-0-0 


I!T  THE  CHAf.tB3R  NEXT, THE  KITCHINS. 


£44-10-0 


IN  THE  KITCHINS. 


One  Iron  kettle    one  braase  pott 


one  Iron  pott    one  small  furnace 


4  small  Kittles  of  brass  one  brass  Mortar  pestle 


one  eklmer    2  pewter  dishes 


5-0-0 


one  hey re  slve    one  pott  hanger 


2  p^yrd  of  pott  heoks    one  Table  ^. 

one  Chare,    one  grind  etone 

Some  Wooden  dlBhes  &  Trays  A  trenchers 


2  milking  pales 


IN  THE  LOFT  ABOVE 


one  flocke  bedd  &  bowleter 


3  blanketts    one  dough  troffe 


Some  empty  -c^tskes 


all  01-08-0 


In  f^^btg  tr;  MV^a  & 


n05-  0-0 


f  oure  GotTs  ^-  one  bull 


SO-  0-0 


four  f!;t'*iar*>«' 


att 


12-  0-0 


fttt 


06-  0-0 


at   1-10-0 


51-  8-0 
(brot  dorm)  M-lO-0 


9^-16-0 


^hls  schodul©  of  artlcloa  appO'^rf?  to  b^  nlnute  and 


complete  nnd  speaks  moot  forcibly  by  what  It  laoka.     One  chair 
only:  wor<9  thfsy  luxurloa  In  a  wlldernoas  home,  or  had  rough 
uf3ag<s  by  ohlldron  donsollshed  tho  orijP;lnnl  oupply,  eind  did  rude 
stool  or  block  and  banch  of  elab  e«rve  tho  family?    Two  bedsteads 
and  one  bed  on  the  floor  seen  the  eupply  for  thlu  family  of 
elKht  or  ten:  two  pewter  dishes  and  tho  reet  for  cooking?,  serving 
and  table  wso,  all  of  wood,  and  no  knives,  or  Trere  they  over- 
looTted?     two  milJ?-p.«ne  and  four  eown,  and  we  know  not  the  capft» 
city  of  Qltherj  abed  of  **eatt  tnylee";  did  busy  children  gather 
the  hn.rv€>9te  of  th©  mrshes  and  with  nlcble  finders  provide  for 
their  otm  confort  and  le«m  leenons  of  household  ocononjy?  Three 
f^ne  -  the  arsnn^l  of  the  family's  defense,  aa  alro  to  eupply 
the  table  rrith  plpi^jn,  duck  and  gooflo:  but  no  farrairtf?  Implements 
no  toolR,  not  a  hoe  nor  ax?  shall  wo  guoae  that  the  eon  vas  the 
supporting  famer  and  to  him  had  been  confirmed  all  utensils  of 
fam  and  wood  craft?    tools  somewhere,  or  what  does  tho  (jrlnd- 
fltone  Intend?    Home  empty  easfcs  -  evidently  his  license  had  ex- 
pired.     But  notice,  not  one  book,  not  even  a  Bible!     Did  the 
only  one  jro  do?rn  with  Its  owner  beneath  tho  tides  of  the  Kennebec? 


The^i  a  primitive  house  having  two  roorne,  chamber  and 


kltohsn,  and  tho  loft  under  th«  roof,  for  our  fancy  to  conotruot 
by  the  shore  of  Lon(5  Koach*      f>uch  tras  the  oqulpnont  and  the 
home  oosiforti  of  the  piono»r  minister  of  tho  Xennebsc* 

To  Rovorond  Pob«rt  Gutoh^  and  hie  wifa  Lydla  wero  bom 
Bight  ohlldr«n«     Tho  dldoat  and  the  only  son  «rao  John*  baptlrod 
In  Sftlem,  1641,  August  third.     His  birth  cstay  have  b^joa  mush 
onrll«r       tha  baptlera  woul^  not  occur  till  hlc  father  Joined 
th«  ohurch*     To  hl«  hl«  father  conveyed  tho  Interior  portion  of 
land  bohlnd  Th^alt'e,  but  it  soon  paseod  to  other  hands,  and  ho 
doubtloofi  found  abundant  eeop©  for  his  Industry  and  ©n«rgl©a  In 
«sannglng  hlp  father's  farm.     He  eontinuod  at  Konnebeo  afl  ho 
elgnod  tho  nubfalsslon  to  th<5  king  In  1665t»  cmd  also  tho  "Humblo 
Bogu^at"  to  iJaaoaohueottB  in  1672»     After  this  no  traoo  of  him 
nr>penTn,  and  d^th  orolont;  la  pr«fiuttod,  p^jrhape  In  th©  Indian 
warn.      It  la- probable  that  he  had  no  family  or  else  all  vere 
oarly  rotsoved  by  d?;ath  an  no  holrs  clalised  pln;hta  In  hi  a  father  *e 
ootat«« 

Tho  aaoond  daughter  I^dla,  baptised  16^.2,  f*arch  twenty- 

el/^hth,  married  t^llllafs  Hoi^ors.      Thalr  IcnoTrn  family  corsprlsed 

two  daurhtors,  Lydls  who  earrlod  John  Orsaont  of  J7anohoj3t©r,  Do- 

borah  who  married  John  Bumot  of  lioaton,  a  aoldior  In  tho  ©aatem 

1.  I'hla  la  the  oorr<»ot  form  oji'  th©  nnao  ohown  by  hlo  autograph 
fit 111  extant,  (rojapaeot  Fap«re,  Halno  Hlatorical  PoolotyJ  by  hla 
own  and  oon'o  olesmaturos  In  doCure©nt^  and  record  a,  and  tty  tho 
uc^re  of  hla  holre  and  aepiiwe  in  many  le^l  papera  In  tho  n-axt 
contury.    Yet  othara  aoraetlnos  wrote  It  •  Oooch,  Gouoh,  Goutch 
and  onoo  C-our^o.    The  Yorkahlro  elerh  recorded  It  Gouch»  the  fnml- 
liar  form  of  a  family  name  In  T?oli8  and  Yorfe*    rr.  Gutch*a  old 
Btylo  eblrorraphy  In  part,  contained  aoee  peculiar  letters.  The 
copylat  of  one  deed  interpreted  the  letter  o  to  be  r  and  though 
then  ©a«v  of  correction,  tho  entry  wac  bo  rcado  four  tlnon,  and 
tho  error  now  apt-onra  In  the  publlahed  volutjo,  vide  York  Deodo, 
Indiana  to  Thtfalt,  Book  X*,  fol.  561. 


forcejs  in  1724« 

>Jnj»dal0rj  ir»ia  the  third  flaughtort  baptlzG<l  Tobruary  6, 
16^5,  «nfl  b<3<sft!3??  the  wlf(»  of  John  Tllj^aru     Tliey  had  but  on©  dnu« 
phter  Ts'ho  tsy  w«rrl«;?«  IwCaK©  Haj^  Sopor  and  trao  llvlnt5  In  Boston 
In  173*^ •     B'^th  r^ososfs  »ntl  Tlla^m  hnd  hoaeo  on  tho  west  of  the 
rivoT  ri.n<^  ai  no  gs^nt  dlstfinoe  from  thnt  ©f  thoir  f?ith«r-lrt-lnw. 

Tlie  clxth  daurrht^r  was  Gtirch*  and  bnptlzed  April  A, 
165^ »  w^Ei  twenty *tTfo  years  old  In  167<5#  i?b^n  tile  firct  war  ©x* 
polled  th?*  ootil^srat  and  «he  with  tho  fugitive  fnally  retiring 
fts  rr^'f^^'inod  to  rvnlom,  thererift^r  married  Thorans  Klltlna  of  that 
pl«oo,     nioir  eon  Tliomao  ^ent  to  the  Konnebeo,  «nterod  on  tho 
Gutc^  lorblo,  «md  In  1710,  built  t^m  flrat  housd  on  Lon.'j  Reach 
nftor  Cueon  Anno* a  war*      In  a  fetr  ydsirs  he  vns  forced  to  flee 
or  "fr^.a  alnln,  ant  hie  house  wftB  buniod,      F«mh  rJlklnc  llv^d  to 
b«  el'Trhty-on'^  yervrs  old  or  mors,  ar»d  Bold  one-fifth  of  her  petrl- 
wony  to  h«!ir  d'xuchtor  Lydl:^  nnd  her  huebnnd  John  nto\'0na  of  Talem, 
nnd  the  rojrjni  d^r  to  hnr  f;r«indeon  John  Slklnrs, 

V^o  Iviptlfjii  vtno  recorded  of  the  yot:n.3eot  daup;htor  rar- 
g^.ryt,  but  itcaeptltK;  tho  udm?il  npnclnir,  of  births  In  former  gflner* 
atlona>  h<*ra  cnn  "on  aeslgnod  to  1655,  or  perhaps  1<;55,  l^ok 
of  the  baptlsTinl  ontry  may  bo  cllf^ht  evidence  that  L'r,  Gutch  had 
roKiovod  froTa  rnloR  cobmj  yenre  beforo  hlw  flppoftr,inc0  at  Itonnebcc, 
And  eupportfl  tho  liypothcela  of  a  eojoum  at  Pemaquld,  Tlila 
daujjhter  tnarrlod  WllUani  Lover  Ins  o^*  Sheepscot*     Their  only  dau- 
ghter was  mrred  ^Targar^t  And  bftOfimd  th«  wlfo  of  TTllllna  (or  T/it- 
h«n)  Johnf5-)n  of  I^b*tiion,     They  mad»  a  howo,  about  17A0,  on  the 
C-utch  lands,  and  dwelt  ther«  till  denth* 


-  ?A  - 

«  ■ 

Tlio  oldoat,  ana  the  fifth  nnd  olrfch  daughters,  Pa- 
tlonoo,  iCHan,  Pflbomh,  dropp^  out  of  the  family  by  e.arly  death 
CO  thnt  oray  four  of  the  ©Ight  children  had  holra  to  mirvlvo  awl 
sbaro  In  the  patomnl  estate.^     Thsso  hQlrr;  fc-.trrocn  1720  and 
1740/  pold  their  coveral  rlr.hto  In  the  property  to  vnrloujs  per- 
sor.R^  Hathnnlel  r^nnell  of  Yor!t,  ©"btalnln?;  about  thr^o-fourt.hs. 
Survoyfl  an.'l  p?irtltlon  trer^  mde  by  order  of  court,  175?* 


1.  "^ihorr-  l!?  a  rnntlon  In  the  netr  rM-Tlr.ncl  Hintoric.l  t^r\'■^  cfonenlo- 
plca  Reciotor  1880,  p.  314,  of  still  Rnother  daughter  of  fv'r. 
dutch,  r.ncTiGl,  s'^.ld  to  bo  bom  sbotit  1657.    "Hie  error  f.rose  In 
the  minposltlon  thnt  the  perron  uniting  vfltli  Snmh  Elklno  In  n 
d/^'PORltior.  concem'.nr;  the  G;jtch  frrnlly  (Yorl:  r!f><^dn,  Eoolc  XVI., 
fol»  109)  trnn  n  dnuf^ter.    Ghe  tmc  n  nolf^bor,  dnufditor  of  Thon- 
r.n  Atv.inr3  r.nd  r.^.iTled  flrnt»  John  Dmhc  of  rr^Tl  Tolnt,  and  next 
John  Berry  (Enrry)  of  Boston.    York  Deodo,  Boo'c  VIII.,  folo.  167» 
1<^9. 
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